THIS ISSUE OF Transition forms part of a new series appearing after a considerable period of time during which the journal was produced only intermittently. The long interruptions that preceded the publication of each of the last few issues may have created the impression that the journal was no longer in existence. We hope that the present issue will serve as a reassurance that this is not the case. As is apparent from our masthead, the new editorial and management team is intended to infuse new life into the journal. We are confi dent that this arrangement, along with new procedures for an improved production schedule, will ensure continued and regular publication.
The founding editors and contributors recognized the signifi cance Transition had assumed, and this recognition constituted the sustaining force in its revival and survival subsequent to the closing of the magazine's Kampala offi ces by the regime of Milton Obote in 1968, the forced exile of Neogy in 1969, and his relocation to Ghana in 1971. The subsequent fate of the journal may be said to refl ect the ironies of African experience in the postcolonial period, symptomatic as it is of the vicissitudes that have attended the shape and evolution of events in Africa. When Wole Soyinka replaced Neogy as editor in 1974, the journal seemed to have acquired a providential lease of life, but although Soyinka's editorship gave luster to the magazine, it could not resolve the many problems that made for its precarious existence. With the demise of Transition in 1976, the African world seemed to have forever lost a precious resource. Yet the journal was given life once again, revived at the W. E. B. Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research at Harvard University in 1991 under the editorship of Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Kwame Anthony Appiah.
To recall this history is to stress the imperative need for this magazine today, as the African crisis continues to intensify. The pervasive mood of disillusionment in African circles sometimes labeled "Afro-pessimism" has been transformed into a profound moral distress engendered by what Achille Mbembe has termed the "postcolony." It is not without signifi cance that contemporary African literature has been preoccupied with these new anxieties, refl ecting the objective markers of what Ali Mazrui refers to as "the African condition." With globalization and other pressures bearing down upon the continent's populations, the African situation has acquired an urgency that calls for new powers of refl ection, deeply probing and extensive in scope.
At the same time, there have been in recent years responses on the intellectual and cultural horizon that are helping to stave off a total depression of the African spirit. In particular, the notion of an African Renaissance taking root on the continent indicates a utopian attachment to a future envisioned as not irremediably lost. To articulate such a future, with all its myriad implications, may be considered the principal intellectual task in contemporary Africa, one that the new generation of writers has been bracing itself to face, as is evidenced by the extraordinary resurgence of literature that addresses our present dilemmas, a development so comprehensive as to call for greater and more dedicated attention to the Francophone and Lusophone regions of Africa. It is also a task that cannot be taken up in any meaningful way without attending to the far-reaching transformations within the Black diaspora-including the Americas, the Caribbean, and Europe-which is today being reconfi gured so as to defi ne a new relation with continental Africa.
We believe that the history of Transition and the current circumstances of the Black world demand an editorial policy that recognizes and actively promotes the journal's original vocation. This entails a renewed focus on vital issues of Black existence, sustained by intensive, free, and open-ended enquiry in an intercommunal debate regarding our contemporary situation. It is our ambition that Transition will serve as a vibrant forum for this debate, providing a powerhouse of ideas for the tasks of African and Black reconstruction. We are also keenly aware of the need for a broad outlook on the world, one that will enable Transition to play a distinctive role in a wide exchange of ideas across frontiers-racial, ethnic, regional, and national-embodying a cosmopolitan ideal that has become essential in our plural world.
Our editorial vision does not represent a radical break from that exemplifi ed in the recent past issues produced by the former executive editor, Michael Vazquez. We will continue to feature fi ction, creative non-fi ction, narrative journalism, art and cultural criticism, political commentary, and interviews with important fi gures and thinkers. We also will include more book reviews and poetry. Although our contributors are sometimes scholars, Transition is not, nor has it ever been, an academic journal. Instead, Transition aims to speak to the broader intelligentsia and the educated lay public through jargon-free, readable prose that provides both insight and pleasure.
-F. Abiola Irele and Tommie Shelby

